
 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
CONSERVATION FUTURES PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD 

 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2021, REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

5:20 P. M. – 5:30 P. M. – Meeting Log-In 
5:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. – Board Meeting 

Location – Virtual Meeting via Zoom (See link below) 
 
Members Present: County Council Member Stephanie Wright, County Council Member Sam Low, County 
Executive Representative Ken Klein, Large City Representative Kyoko Matsumoto-Wright, Small City 
Representative Mike Quinn, Community Representative Mark Spada, Community Representative Mark Craven 
 
Members Absent: Mark Spada, Mark Craven 
 
Staff: Kye Iris, Sharon Swan and David McConnell 
 
Guests Present: Tom Teigen, Director, Snohomish County Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources; Micky Gunderson, Community Member; Celia Jensen, Community Member  
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER                           Chairperson 
 
The meeting was called to order by Board Chair Stephanie Wright at 5:35pm. 
 

2. INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS                                    Board 
 
Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked each board member & staff member to introduce themselves. 
    

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES                            Board 
1) March 24, 2021, Regular Meeting (Attachment 1) 

 
Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked for additions or corrections to the March 24, 2021, regular 
meeting minutes. None were offered. Board Member Ken Klein moved to approve the minutes as 
written. Board Member Sam Low seconded, and the motion carried 7/0. 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT                                  Board 

 
Board Chair Stephanie Wright opened the floor for public comments. 

1) Micky Gunderson, Community Member: Expressed gratitude for all the hard work in support of 
the Board’s conservation efforts, attending to support Little Bear Creek project as well.   

2) Celia Jensen, Community Member: Expressed that her attendance is to answer questions and 
provide background for conservation efforts to preserve Little Bear creekfront lots. 

 
5. STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS                        Kye Iris 

 
Board Staff Kye Iris summarized the status of ongoing projects (Attachment 2). 
 

Staff Member Kye Iris updated the Board on the status of ongoing Conservation Futures funded 
projects. There were no questions on the status of current projects from the Board. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

6. GRANT PRESENTATIONS             
Board Chair Stephanie Wright began formal presentations and explained to presenters and board 
members that presentations were 5 minutes in length and that there would be 5 minutes for questions from 
board members after each presentation. 
 
1) CF21-02, Flowing Lake, Laz Addition, Thomas Hartzell, Senior Planner, Parks Division, DCNR 

(Attachment 3) 
 
Thomas Hartzell, Senior Planner from the Parks, Recreation and Tourism Division of the Snohomish 
County Department of Conservation and Natural Resources presented the Flowing Lake, Laz Addition.  
 
2) CF21-04, Bear Creek Headwaters, Emily Griffith, Senior Planner, Parks Division, DCNR (Attachment 4) 
 
Emily Griffith, Senior Planner from Parks, Recreation and Tourism Division of the Snohomish County 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources presented the Bear Creek Headwaters project.  
 
3) CF21-05, Little Bear Creek Acquisition, Adam Jackson, Watershed Steward, SWM Division, DCNR 

(Attachment 5) 
 
Adam Jackson, Watershed Steward from the Surface Water Management Division of Snohomish County 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources presented the Little Bear Creek Acquisition.  
 
4) CF21-06, Sprague’s Pond Acquisition, Monica Thompson, Senior Park Planner, City of Lynnwood 

(Attachment 6) 
 
Monica Thompson, Senior Park Planner, City of Lynnwood presented the Sprague’s Pond Acquisition. 
Summarize presentation & questions. 
 
5)  CF21-07, Ventures Property Site, Monroe, Megan Darrow, Surface Water Program Analyst, City of 

Monroe (Attachment 7) 
 
Megan Darrow, Surface Water Program Analyst, City of Monroe presented the Ventures Property Site.  
 

7. BOARD DELIBERATIONS                 Board 
1) Review of Program Fund Balance 

After the presentations, Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked board staff to review the available 
funding for this grant round. Board staff Sharon Swan reviewed the Conservation Futures 
Program fund balance report with the board and reported that there is approximately $4.5 
million dollars in available funding available. Discussion followed. 

2) Project Scoring & Funding Recommendation 

The board deliberated. After discussion, Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked for a motion to 
fund recommended projects. Board Member Sam Low moved to fund all projects at the 
requested amounts. Stephanie Wright explained that the board recommendation would need to 
be ratified by the County Council. 

The projects to be funded included (Attachment 8): 

1) CF21-02, Flowing Lake, Laz Addition, Funding Request -  

 2) CF21-04, Bear Creek Headwaters 



 

 3) CF21-05, Little Bear Creek Acquisition 

 4) CF21-06, Sprague’s Pond Acquisition 

 5) CF21-07, Ventures Property Site, Monroe 

 Board Member Kyoko Matsumoto Wright seconded, Board Member Ken Klein concurred, and 
the motion carried unanimously. 

12. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 
1) The board agreed by consensus to schedule the spring meeting in early February of 2022. 

 
12. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD  

 
Stephanie opened the topic of a conservation futures bond and asked staff member Sharon Swan to present 
a summary for discussion: 
 
Staff Member Sharon Swan presented a summary of discussions with Division Manager Bridgid Smith 
regarding projected yearly revenue projections and expenditures that takes into consideration the cost 
savings for refinancing of the existing current bond debt and considering additional bond opportunity.  Staff 
Member Sharon Swan provided a spreadsheet with the estimates. The current projected yearly income for 
Conservation Futures is approximately $4,100,000.00 per year with debt service at $2,030,000.00, operating 
costs at 15% or $615,000.00, and indirect costs at $60,000.00. Estimates were provided for a new bond at 
$16,000,000.00 at 2.25% that would cost approximately $1,000,000 per year. 
 
Refinancing the existing bond debt at a lower rate of approximately 1.5%, would result in $125,000.00 per 
year cost savings, leaving approximately $1,500,000 net per year in additional bonding capacity.  The net 
yearly available funds for new projects would be approximately $500,000.00 per year.  This estimate 
considers the increased additional Operation and Maintenance funding currently under consideration and 
allows additional buffer in case of an economic downturn and subsequent low tax collection year. DCNR 
Director Tom Teigen provided comments regarding the 2.25% bond rate, believing that the rate could 
potentially be lower, and provided additional background and goals for additional bonding for enterprise-
based projects that have potential to generate revenue throughout DCNR, including the Fair Park.  Board 
Member Ken Klein commented that the timing is consistent with the bond programs that the County Council 
will be considering shortly during this time of very cheap money. 
 
Board Chair Stephanie Wright expressed support for the bond proposal and commented on the ability 
regarding strategic use of funds to be considered.  She stated that refinancing makes sense and 
advocates for taking advantage of the opportunity to preserve properties in jeopardy while rates are 
low.   
 
Board Members Ken Klein and Sam Low expressed support for the opportunity to make significant 
strategic impacts now, even though future bond rounds would be limited to approximately $500,000.00 
per year. Board Member Mike Quinn expressed concerns about competing priorities for low-income 
housing and developer interest in buildable lands. He asked how the County Council weighs competing 
priorities? Board Chair Stephanie Wright and Staff Member Sharon Swan responded with comments 
regarding collaboration with developers and their support for parks and trails that support higher 
property values. 
 
Board Chair Stephanie Wright called for a motion to pursue bond funding for additional conservation 
futures funds. Board Member Mike Quinn moved to advise the County Council to fund a bond with a 
payback amount of $1,000,000 per year, up to $16,000,000 total bond amount.  Board Member Ken 
Klein seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 



13. ADJOURN                                Board Chair

The meeting was adjourned at Adjourned at 7:27 p.m.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – March 24, 2021, Regular Meeting Minutes
Attachment 2  – Project Status Report
Attachment 3 – CF21-02, Flowing Lake, Laz Addition, Thomas Hartzell, Senior Planner, Parks Division,
DCNR
Attachment 4 – CF21-04, Bear Creek Headwaters, Emily Griffith, Senior Planner, Parks Division, DCNR
Attachment 5 – CF21-05, Little Bear Creek Acquisition, Adam Jackson, Watershed Steward, SWM Division,
DCNR
Attachment 6 – CF21-06, Sprague’s Pond Acquisition, Monica Thompson, Senior Park Planner, City of
Lynnwood
Attachment 7 – CF21-07, Ventures Property Site, Monroe, Megan Darrow, Surface Water Program Analyst,
City of Monroe
Attachment 8 – Board Funding Recommendation Table

WHERE TO GET COPIES OF DOCUMENTS AND WEBSITE ACCESS: Please check www.snohomishcountywa.gov for additional information or the 
Snohomish County Department of Parks and Recreation, Reception Desk, 6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish. For more information, call Dave 
McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE: Snohomish County facilities are accessible. The county strives to provide access and services to all 
members of the public. Sign language interpreters and communication materials in alternate form will be provided upon advance request of one calendar 
week. Dave McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org. 

http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org




















Attachment 3 – CF21-02, Flowing Lake, Laz Addition, Thomas 
Hartzell, Senior Planner, Parks Division, DCNR

































Attachment 4 – CF21-04, Bear Creek Headwaters, Emily Griffith, Senior Planner, 
Parks Division, DCNR







http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=84.34.250








https://rco.wa.gov/recreation-and-conservation-office-grants/grant-manuals/




https://snohomish.county.codes/SCC/4.14.100
https://snohomish.county.codes/SCC/4.14.100
















Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introducing the Bear Creek Headwaters Wetland Project.The goal of this project is to acquire of 10 acres adjacent to the  existing 793 acre preserve to provide additional protection for the Headwaters of Bear Creek, 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two Benefit to this Project ProposalFirst, the acquisition of 10 intact high quality wetland acres adjacent to Paradise Valley Conservation AreaSecond, this land will be used as replacement property to address the conversion issue to satisfy RCO requirements. Addressing this concern will improve our scoring in future RCO applications as we are penalized when there are outstanding compliance issues with previous grants



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.  To what degree does the acquired property preserve open space, farm and agricultural  land and timberlands? We are proposing acquiring this land as open space, It is the Headwaters of Bear CreekOne of the most Productive wild salmon stream basins forPuget Sound chinook, coho, sockeye kokanee     priority habitat as mapped on WDFW SalmonScape Maps



Presenter
Presentation Notes
2. How does the project conserve opportunities which are otherwise threatened by development? Regarding Development, The owner seeking to sell the property rather than challenge environmental hurdlesZoned R-5—cluster development may be possibleThis Acquisition would eliminate the possibility of higher density housing located adjacent to Bear Creek HeadwatersThis property is located in an area which has been identified as highly beneficial to salmonids



Presenter
Presentation Notes
3. How does the project establish trail corridors and/or natural area linkage? This project establishes a natural area linkageIt expands protection to adjacent wetlands providing a larger protected habitat areaProtection of Sensitive Area has been a priority to acquire since late 1990s



Presenter
Presentation Notes
4. How does the project comprise a portion of a continuum of projects which collectively implement a complete project or objective?This acquisition fits with a number of Long-range County priorities:Expand protections to the existing preserve  Provide open space and natural areas with appropriate public access  Preserve Natural features, open space and critical areas to enhance neighborhood identity Identify and protect open space, natural and scenic resources and shoreline areas



Presenter
Presentation Notes
5. How does the project enhance or complement an ongoing conservation or preservation program? This acquisition Meets Conservation Futures Program intent.  The RCW says:  Conservation futures are a useful tool for counties to preserve lands of public interest for future generations. Counties are encouraged to use some conservation futures as one tool for salmon preservation purposes. (RCW 84.34.24). The land will be Managed as a part of the Snohomish County Parks Paradise Valley Conservation AreaIt will require Little Parks staff time to manage wetlands as they are essentially inaccessible 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
6. Will the project provide regional or community-wide significance? This project will have regional significance by expanding conservation of significant intact natural resource corridor.  Recognized in the Bear Creek basin plan



Presenter
Presentation Notes
7. How does the project comply with one or more open space program policies and criteria?  We look to our County General Policy PlanGPP Goal PR5 - Provide open space and natural areas with appropriate public access to promote understanding and support of the natural environment and the benefits these lands provide.  GPP Policy LU 5.A.8 - Natural features, open space and critical areas shall be preserved to enhance neighborhood identity.  GPP Goal LU 10 - Identify and protect open space, natural and scenic resources and shoreline areas. Objective LU 10.A  - Identify and preserve an integrated open space network 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
  8. How does the project provide multi-jurisdictional benefit?  Addresses priorities identified in the Bear Creek Watershed Plan, which encompasses multiple jurisdictions including King County and the Cities of Woodinville and RedmondOnce again, the salmon that benefit from clean cool water that originates from the Headwaters of Bear Creek Watershed migrate to the Puget Sound and provide commercial and recreational fishing opportunity The Bear Creek Basin is the most productive spawning salmonid basin for its size in the Puget Sound area, with over 30,000 fish returning annually. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
9. How will the project provide for public use and enjoyment?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
10. Does this project represent a unique or special opportunity? The multiple benefits of this project are clear—expand the Paradise Valley Conservation Area and respond to RCO requirements





Attachment 5 – CF21-05, Little Bear Creek Acquisition, Adam Jackson, 
Watershed Steward, SWM Division,DCNR























































https://docs.clarityfirst.com/meta/index?m=11255707-b49c-4e87-81aa-ab651d773c49&q=WLukcyptSeJIbutiGEJtkF0dlWQ1yZS3l2wk7IREXKgQf4%3d&t=4&h=1a9842a9-0d7c-4dfa-8880-a32984518339






https://docs.clarityfirst.com/meta/index?m=11255707-b49c-4e87-81aa-ab651d773c49&q=WLukcyptSeJIbutiGEJtkF0diDszkLW7JvpEgbuOnmVQEY%3d&h=31f51d63-3feb-40ca-8043-9161974117aa


https://docs.clarityfirst.com/meta/index?m=11255707-b49c-4e87-81aa-ab651d773c49&q=WLukcyptSeJIbutiGEJtkF0dkszhpTt22mzIuZgwwbI8UY%3d&h=fb0a74cd-2dbe-4b6e-8e0b-d2b00bb274dc




https://docs.clarityfirst.com/meta/index?m=11255707-b49c-4e87-81aa-ab651d773c49&q=WLukcyptSeJIbutiGEJtkF0drIUbGqP8GucNDrYANWX99g%3d&h=d069a5e3-e262-4216-9d43-48b0f9570b82












































Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, the subject property contains over 700 feet of shoreline400 ft on Little Bear Creek (salmon-bearing)300 ft on the unnamed tributaryThe property also has mature forest with significant trees, along with immature forestThere are also wetlands on siteSalmon species in Little Bear Creek include documented presence of Fall Chinook, Coho, and Sockeye, along with documented presence of Kokanee just 500 ft south of the property, and WDFW SalmonScape indicates Little Bear Creek is gradient accessible for Winter SteelheadThe unnamed tributary is a perennial, cool stream, and we believe its source, located on the adjacent protected property owned by the County, may be spring-fed, which would make it an important cold-water input for the watershedThe tributary also has a fish-barrier in the form of a perched culvert that the County would propose removing if the property is acquiredAs mentioned previously, acquisition of the subject property would provide additional habitat connectivity and continuity with the County-owned Middle Little Bear Creek protected property to the north









Attachment 6 – CF21-06, Sprague’s Pond Acquisition, Monica Thompson, Senior 
Park Planner, City of Lynnwood
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https://livelook.fnf.com/Summary/2ad4aa21-7579-4994-ac95-5878e36ae810
https://livelook.fnf.com/Summary/2ad4aa21-7579-4994-ac95-5878e36ae810
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https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/5966E72F-1E84-4FA8-A48E-DC3BC07B9B59


https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/833659EE-0210-4846-8F89-EA23F1CA2ED3
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/833659EE-0210-4846-8F89-EA23F1CA2ED3
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/987A0C07-855D-4349-B611-C7DD8A6641A6
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/CAF219A9-9E9A-4B40-811E-05D4F289606D




https://dor.wa.gov/get-form-or-publication/forms-subject/real-estate-excise-tax




https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/833659EE-0210-4846-8F89-EA23F1CA2ED3




https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/8D98903B-D6F3-480F-AFE6-59CC956F4A89
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/5BF10C64-B745-471C-A199-78D391853C60
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/ABF5B08A-AD1B-43F4-AA4A-8E54D0F09348
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/AB78748F-72FF-4EDE-B69E-09281624CC7F
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/44E6A7EA-4788-48B3-9A47-C51864AF08D4
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/751E4B6C-9836-4A4D-98E6-31B5FDE1D222
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/6A86E356-EA24-4B07-84F0-125FE789CAF4
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/3E0C3303-AA15-4ED6-89E6-D7E41471C963


https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/602FEB94-EB30-4788-A024-AB39213777C5
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/0B232481-A938-4CCD-B5E6-CA9674A65E75
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/83F6D9CB-DEC2-4974-BE32-1F36C598237F
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/84CECCA0-8C29-4E2F-AAF4-38A67193BD05
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/25BED6DE-7062-4D70-B081-7118DF7AFE65




https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/DEE58C99-CD6F-4DC7-9EF8-D86AACDB8AF3
https://smartviewonline.net//root/Druid/73E8C2A9-AE95-435F-958A-0E4B560A2158








http://www.fbi.gov
http://www.ic3.gov






https://fnf.com/pages/californiaprivacy.aspx
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Attachment 7 – CF21-07, Ventures Property Site, Monroe, Megan Darrow, Surface 
Water Program Analyst,City of Monroe
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Location of Site

• The property is located inside city limits approximately 14 miles 
east of Everett

• North of US HWY 2 and west of Evergreen State Fairgrounds
• Discharges to Snohomish River



Ventures Property Site

View West View East



Vicinity of Site to Conservation Parcels



The Vision for the Ventures Property Site

• Immediate benefit - Creek, 
Creatom Creek, Arena 
Creek, Backhoe Creek

• Downstream Benefit -
French Creek & Snohomish
River

• Protection of Riparian Areas 
& Type II wetlands

• Improved habitat for wildlife
• Unique recreational 

opportunity



Funding Request

• The City is requesting $175, 700 
to acquire the Ventures Property 
site

• Monroe’s City Council has
approved a $40,000 match
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